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News at the Center
On October 10th our area was hit 
very hard by Hurricane Michael. The 
storm caused major destruction to the 
whole region. We were very lucky to 
be on the outside edge of the storm 
where we received 70 to 80 miles per 
hour winds and 100 mph gusts. If 
we had been any closer, I think this 
would be a much different article.
The storm swept through during the 
day and was a little on the scary side 
as you could hear and see the trees 
breaking. I cannot even imagine 
what it was like even closer to the 
eye. It had already been a very busy 
summer, and 
this was the 
last thing we 
needed. Many 
trees and tons 
of debris littered 
the property 
and the electric 

lines were pulled down and wrapped 
around a tree that also went through 
the deer pen. Many areas of fencing 
were damaged.
Much to our surprise we were 
immediately joined by volunteers 
who, despite the mess that they had 
on their own property, helped us to 
start the cleanup process. We had 
many things working in our favor as 
we were very well prepared, all of 
the animals had been brought in to 
weather the storm, and this time we 
had a generator and a chainsaw ready 
and all gassed up! We had lumber 

on the property that was 
designated for a project we 
had been working on which 
gave us the means to do 
immediate repairs and, by 
sheer luck, the person who 
does our carpentry work 
was able to be here for 2 
weeks. 
Volunteers were awesome 
and helped with all the 
initial cleanup and the 
county is doing road side 
cleanup which allowed us 
to pull everything to the 
front of the property. Our 

foster volunteers kicked in for the 
28 baby squirrels that arrived and 
neighboring rehab centers took many 
of our releasable animals to lighten 
the load a bit and we got power 
back on the 6th day!!! We are truly 
blessed.

We have lots of new arrivals including 
11 brown pelicans, several terns, 
a fawn, a vulture, 2 barred owls, 
several raccoons, lots of baby 
squirrels, and even a goat and a 
rooster. Most of these new arrivals 
are in critical condition as many did 
not arrive until a week or so after the 
storm.
Although we are all very tired, the 
Center is looking almost back to 
normal and we are so grateful for all 
the help and for not being closer to 
the center of this storm which would 
have been catastrophic like it was for 
so many of our neighbors. Our hearts 
and prayers go out to the thousands 
of people who have lost their homes 
and businesses due to hurricane 
Michael.

A very special thank you to Goosecreek Wildlife, Wildlife Sanctuary or Northwest Florida, Sunrise Wildlife Rehab Center, 
Sarah in Veron, Wakulla County Animal Control, and Flamingo Gardens for lending a helping hand to us during hurricane 
Michael. We also like to thank Rachel Pienta for providing newspapers,  Jackie  and Jerry, Patricia Baker, Lisa Lazarus, 
Lisa Ericson, Lori Andrews, and those of you that dropped items off for feeding supplies and Rod Gasche for an awesome 
second generator. We also would not have been able to get back on our feet without our wonderful staff, volunteers and 
foster moms. THANK YOU!!!!
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Upon receipt of your donation, an ornament or gift will be added to the WildLife 
Holiday Tree reflecting your support. The tree will be revealed on December 
18th. In addition, the special person you have honored will receive a holiday 
greeting via email or regular mail, whichever you choose.
Make your charitable contribution even more special: for a gift of $1,000 you 
can dedicate a star at the top of the WildLife Holiday Tree. 



Christmas for the Critters
A family friendly event!
Join Florida Wild Mammal Association for a really fun event! 

When:  November 18th from 11am - 5:00pm
Where:  Wakulla Senior Citizen’s Center
             33 Michael Drive, Crawfordville
Activities:  This has been a very tough time for many people in our 
community, so we would like to invite you to join us for some fun and cheer 
while decorating your own little Christmas tree! We will provide the tree and 
decorations and you provide your creative talents! 

Our FWMA elves will also be decorating trees to be distributed out to local 
venues and they will be for sale at the event. This is a perfect gift if you are 
short on time this busy holiday season to put up a large tree or you know 
someone that could use a little holiday cheer in their office or home. These 
little red cedars are native trees and can all be replanted after the holidays to 
provide a beautiful tree that can be enjoyed by humans and wildlife alike. They 
are a real steal for only $30. 

A silent auction will be held from 12:00 until 4:30pm. This is a great opportunity to pick up some fabulous 
Christmas gifts that include items like Sea World tickets, artwork, gift certificates, and themed baskets full 
of goodies.

Children will also enjoy complimentary temporary tattoos and can join Gladys and Friends to paint their 
own rocks! A variety of cookies and cocoa will be available for everyone. We hope to see you there!

Exciting News!
We now own 20 acres of 
land in Wakulla County! 
As you all know this 
has been a long-time 
dream. Unfortunately, 
the hearing by the 
Planning Commission was 
postponed to review our 
application and site plan 
until further notice due to 
the storm. Will keep you 
up to date on facebook.

Repair Work Needed: We are 
in desperate need of a new 
roof for the medical room 
which is about 700 square 
foot building. If anyone can 
help please contact us at 
choppaotta@aol.com

Facebook Likes
WOW! Our Facebook page has over 3,900 likes – 
THANK YOU! Find us on Facebook at: Florida Wild 
Mammal Association Help us make it to 4000!

In Memory of

Nibbles 
the Deer
1999-2018

Bald Eagle Update

We are happy to say that our young Bald 
Eagle brought in from Whidden Lake Rd after 
being electrocuted and suffering injuries 
to both feet has found placement with a 
wonderful facility named Hawk Creek in New 
York. He will be part of a free flying program. 
He was brought in the spring and stayed 
with us through the summer which meant 

our big flight cage was in use through most 
of the season. We would like to thank the 
Avian Reconditioning Center for allowing us 
to transfer our young birds of prey for flight 
conditioning once they were ready to graduate 
to the outside. We would also like to thank all 
the volunteers for their trips down there. Isn;t 
he a handsome boy!

Welcome to the newest 
member of our education 
team thanks to the Avian 
Reconditioning Center.

We wanted to thank all of our donors that 
allow us to continue to care for so many 
wonderful creatures and wanted to send 
a very special thank you to the Batchelor 

Foundation, Earth and Animal Foundation, 
and to the couple who made an anonymous 

donation to the building fund! We could 
not do this without you!
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